CHRISTIAN REFORMED CAMPUS MINISTRY

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
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Fall always brings the excitement of new people and
new projects—and this year has been no exception.
One highlight has been collaborating again with the
Ecumenical Chaplaincy at UofT and St. Michael’s
campus ministry. We received a grant from the
Calvin Institute of Christian Worship to form a
community around Taizé prayer services.

Our theme this year is being community in
troubled times. We've been studying the book of
Daniel and are encouraged by how he adapted to
his context so God could use him to speak faithfully
and prophetically within the culture. Students have
shared their stories, highlighting how university life
often pushes them to find identity in achievement
alone. Many are recognizing how hollow that can be,
and—despite busy schedules—are choosing to invest
more intentionally in their faith and in Christian
community. Our emphasis on spiritual disciplines
this year provides practical ways to grow.

Check out the rest of the newsletter for photos
from our trip to Niagara Glen and annual fall hike, as
well as opportunities to join us at events in January.

BIG NEWS! TORONTO
CAMPUS MINISTRIES JOINED!

The University of Toronto and York
University campus ministries are joining
forces. By uniting staff teams, we are
strengthening programming, sharing
resources, and extending our reach so
that even more students can encounter
the life-changing good news of Jesus. In a
season marked by rising costs,
polarization, global conflict, and an
increasingly secular culture, no ministry
can meet these challenges alone.
Together, we are building a stronger and
healthier presence across the University
of Toronto, York University, and beyond.

Please support the ministry with your prayers and donations
Pray that those searching for hope and belonging might find us.
Donations to the ministry can be made online or by sending cheques to our addresss:
Christian Reformed Campus Ministry at U of T, 47 Queen’s Park Cres. E, Toronto, Ont. M5S 2C3

For more information about donating and the ministry, see https://crc.sa.utoronto.ca

The Toronto Campus Ministries are grateful for the support we receive from the churches that
make up Classis Toronto of the Christian Reformed Church, as well as from friends,
participants, and alumni of our campus ministry communities.
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INTRODUCING OUR Br.ianne Lynn is :?1 .fc.)urt.h-year PhD student in the Ne.ar. a.nd
EMERGING LEADER, !Vllddle Eastern Civilizations Depgrtment at yofT,.s!oeuallzmg

in the art and archaeology of ancient West Asia. Originally from
BRIANNE LYNN Ontario, she grew up in Detroit and Shanghai. She has degrees
from Calvin University and UBC. She spends most of her time
at the university, church, and coffee shops.

In her role as emerging leader, Brianne is helping us explore
the pressures of academic excellence and how both success
and failure in academia affect our identity. She is also sharing
with us her passion for the spiritual disciplines, particularly
how solitude and silence have been gifts for her these past few
years. She hopes that this year will help her discern what roles
both academia and ministry might have in her future, and she
is thankful for the opportunity to come alongside others in the
hope and tension of the "now and not yet" nature of life in
God's Kingdom.
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SABBATICAL REFLECTIONS

Campus ministry is a gift—walking alongside students and

engaging in deep conversations about faith. But it can also be \_ y
exhausting, requiring the risk of experimentation and needing

to trust that God is at work in our interactions with students, SILENT RETREAT
however brief or unseen the effects. In this context, sabbatical = On January 31 we are hosting
becomes a vital source of renewal. our annual Silent Retreat at St.

Brenda’s sabbatical this past spring was just that: a restorative = Andrews by the Lake Anglican
gift that allowed her to let go of the weight of daily Church on Centre Island.
responsibilities and embark on an adventure with her family. Please pray for us and reach
Welcomed by friends, family, and campus ministers in the out if you'd like to join us.
Netherlands, she spent time learning, listening, and attending
to the Spirit’s leading—preparing her to return with greater attentiveness to where God is at work.

Recognizing the value of this time to refresh, Carol is taking a short sabbatical this spring. She
will return to Nepal to lead a medical mission trip and speak at a retreat, bringing together her
medical and ministry callings. She will also take time afterward to rest and reflect on the
challenges of remaining fully present in the busyness of life while balancing multiple roles.

https://crc.sa.utoronto.ca o uoftcampusministry@gmail.com @gcfuoft ‘ @gcfuoft
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